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RETORT OF THS CIVIL AERGONAUTICS IDARD
on the
Investigation of an Accrdent Involvang Azrcraft
During & Cro~s-Country Zusincss #light

Prlet Elwer Bender was fatelily injured znd his passenger, George
Villiam Finger, recewved sericus injuries in an accident which occurrsd
near the Mumecipral Airport, Borger, Texas, at approximately 6 45 a.m.
on August 18, 1943, Bender, age 46, held a praivate piloh certificate
wth a single-engine lard, 0-80 h.p, ra2ting, He nad accumulated about
125 hours of flaght time, 103 of "hich wers sclo. Finger, sge 36, held
a student pilot certificate :nd had flown zpproxamately 56 solo hours,
The zarcrafld, an Leronca 65-CA, NC 34577, owned by Finger, was ex-—
tensavely damaged,

About 6 45 a.m. Pilot Bender, accompanied by Finger, started ona
cross—country business flaght frem the Borger Tiunicipal Axrport to
"fichata, Kansas, The take—off was attempued from o 2300-foot rumray
into an sast-southeast wind of abeut 5 n.p.h. during th: limited
visibility Just before dawn, Afi2r progressing =ocut halfimy deown the
rumvay, the airrcraft became arrborne snd resched an altitude of
approximately 15 feet. Fror this altitude 1t settled back to the ground
Just beycnd the airport boundary. The pileot continued his attempt to
take off snd the asrplanc crashed throuch a fence and i1nto a reilroad
eMbankment approximately 1000 feet beyond the airvort boundary

Pxaminition of the wreckage revealed no andrecation of failure of
eny part of the aircraft prior 1o impact. Accordaing to the passcnger,
no attenpt was "izde by Pilot Bender to halt the tale-cif -nd he was of
the opinicn that the aircraft -ras sirborne when 1t struck the fence
pordering the reilroad embankront., However, imeel rarks on the ground
n the sdjorming field clearly indicated thzt the plane rolled along
the ground nearly 1000 feet oefere cr.shing througn the fanece., TFinger
stated that when the airplane arproacned the fence, Bender callea to
him to "nelp pall the ayrplane over bne fence," wat that vhen he
atbempted to pull oack on the conirmel ne fond 1t was alreiady back as
far as 1t would go. The rarcraft -=s carrying approxinately 195
pounds overload which vas a definite contributing facter to the
accident. Dual controls vzre conneected ana Pilot Bender occupicd the
right seat, the pesitron ordinaraly used by the passenger,

Had the pilot discontinued the zttempt to take off +hen the air-
craft first settled to the ground, the accident, in all probebility,
would have resulted 1n only mirer damage or might have been zvorded
entirely, ) B

The probable cause of "this accident 1ss poor judgment ond poor
technigue exercised by the pilot during the sttemnited take—cff,
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